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ADVERTISEMENT. 

This  letter  was  sent  by  post  to  the  person,  for  ivhom  it  was 
intended  ;  but  as  from  a  cause  not  difficult  of  discovery, 
it  never  reached  him,  we  feel  authorised  to  give  it  cir- 
culation through  the  public  press. 


X  HAVE  received,  my  friend,  your  interesting  letter.  You 
require  me  to  answer  it  frankly  and  without  equivocation. 
This  is  no  easy  commission  ;  for  a  Frenchman  must  be 
susceptible  on  such  a  subject.  But  my  task  is  alleviated 
by  the  general  opinion,  which  does  justice  to  your  personal 
conduct,  and  to  those  sentiments  whereby  you  have  con- 
stantly been  actuated,  under  every  crisis  of  fortune  and  si- 
tuation.    To  requite  your  confidence,  I  shall  trace  out  the 
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real  source  of  the  evils  that  afflict  your  charming  country. 
You  will  bear  with  the  painful  truths  that  I  deliver  ;  since 
I  can  most  conscientiously  declare,  that  they  all  tend  to  the 
repose  of  the  world  and  the  happiness  of  France. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  much  surprise,  and  even  dis- 
gust, have  been  excited  among  other  nations,  by  the  apathy 
with  which  the  French  have  witnessed  the  troubles  of  their 
own  country,  and  by  the  slight  impression  that  recent  events 
have  left  on  the  public  mind. 

If  we  are  told  that  such  is  the  national  character,  we 
must  be  allowed  to  judge  of  the  future  by  the  past,  and  to 
take  those  measures  of  precaution,  which  circumstances 
demand.  In  fact,  we  believe  that  the  character  of  the 
French  is  much  altered  ;  and  to  discover  the  causes  of  this 
change,  and  of  their  conduct  since  the  return  of  their  legi- 
timate sovereign,  we  have  but  to  accompany  the  progress 
of  the  Revolution. 

Proceeding  on  this  principle,  and  contemplating  the  past, 
it  should  seem,  that  at  the  period  of  the  king's  return,  too 
little  attention  was  directed  to  the  component  members  of 
the  army,  and  to  the  agency  of  those  noxious  spirits,  who 
profess  themselves  to  be  the  originators,  and  the  support,  of 
\hQ  glory  and  happiness  of  France ;  words,  which  have  long 
been  shamefully  perverted  in  your  country.  It  is  true  that 
this  class  may  be  less  numerous  than  is  supposed  ;  but 
it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  unprecedented  success  of 
their  last  treason  is  well  calculated  to  inspire  them  with 
confidence  ;  and  that,  consequently,  after  having  beheld 
the  wonderful  insensibility  of  a  great  nation,  which  suffered 
itself,  without  the  show  of  resistance,  to  be  disposed  of  by 
a  handful  of  despicable  insurgents,  already  loaded  with 
guilt,  the  other  nations  of  Europe  are  obliged  to  adopt  effi- 
cacious measures,  in  order,  henceforward,  to  secure  the 
general  tranquillity.    Believe  me  :  to  the  inexplicable  indif- 
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ference  of  your  well-disposed  citizens,  the  evils  which  France 
now  endures  must  be  mainly  attributed. 

"Without  stopping  to  refute  the  fallacious  assertions  which 
are  daily  hazarded,  or  to  invalidate  the  absurd  rumors 
which  are  diffused  with  incessant  malignity,  to  incite  the 
French  against  the  allies,  it  is  enough  to  consider  the  atti- 
tude maintained  by  the  army,  and  the  tone  which  it  persists 
in  assuming  towards  its  lawful  king,  after  having  been,  for 
the  third  time,  so  foully  deserted  by  its  treacherous  general. 
The  proclamations  of  individuals  remaining  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  the  rebellion  of  other  chiefs,  equally  vile  and  guilty, 
who  are  only  anxious  for  plunder,  and  who  obstinately  stir 
up  commotion  in  the  departments,  all  concur  to  prove  that 
the  severe  lessons  of  experience  have  not  diminished  the 
overweening  insolence  of  men,  who,  for  so  many  years, 
have  been  employed,  under  a  master  worthy  of  themselves, 
in  depraving  a  whole  people.  Is  it  seriously  thought,  that 
conduct  so  opposite  to  that  which  would  be  dictated  by  the 
wish  for  domestic  peace,  and  real  honor,  can  justify  the 
confidence  of  foreign  powers  ? 

The  French  people  have  been  oppressed,  deceived,  and 
blinded,  by  all  the  several  governments  that  have  taken  place 
of  the  fallen  throne  of  Louis  XVI.  Their  victories,  and 
the  use  they  made  of  them,  have  corrupted  the  people  in 
the  highest  degree,  by  inflaming  their  vanity :  never  was 
such  profound  ignorance,  linked  with  such  vain  pretensions. 
They  dare  to  set  themselves  forth  as  the  people  the  best 
worthy  the  esteem,  the  confidence,  and  the  love  of  Europe. 
We  believe  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  prove  directly 
the  reverse.  But  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time.  We  shall 
content  ourselves  with  referring  to  some  facts,  sufficiently 
decisive,  and  which  must  be  considered,  when  treating  of 
the  present  times. 

From  all  quarters,  complaints  and   outcries  are  heard 
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against  the  requisitions  of  the  allies.  Of  course,  they  are 
not  likely  to  prove  agreeable  to  those  who  furnish  them. 
But  where  lies  the  blame  ?  After  a  long  struggle  against 
a  tyranny  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world,  the  liber- 
ating iiations,  after  their  victory,  retired  quietly  to  their 
homes,  leaving  in  France  more  than  50  millions  of  freemen, 
and  satisfied  with  their  humiliation  of  a  colossal  power, 
equally  hostile  to  France  and  to  the  world.  They  chose  to 
derive  no  other  benefit  from  so  many  efforts  and  sacrifices, 
besides  the  happiness  of  restoring  to  their  ancient  enemies, 
together  with  a  prudent  government,  the  hope  and  the 
means  of  prosperity.  They  only  thought  of  healing  their 
wounds,  and  of  remedying  the  many  ev'Is  inflicted  by  the 
French,  those  endless  scourges  of  subdued  countries. 

On  a  sudden,  these  same  Frenchmen,  perfidious,  or  mis- 
led, or  weakly  criminal,  again  disturb  the  repose  of  Europe. 
That  sovereign  is  proscribed,  who  was  invoked  by  the 
prayers  of  the  sound  part  of  the  nation,  and  who  was  the 
only  guarantee  of  treaties.  At  the  report  of  this  treason, 
innumerable  armies  again  rush  forwai'd,  and  fix  themselves 
on  the  bosom  of  France,  to  compel  her  observance  of  the 
faith  she  has  contravened.  The  inhabitants  defray  the  ex- 
penses occasioned  by  the  presence  of  the  troops,  whom  they 
themselves  have  assembled.  And  the  requisitions  are  mur- 
mured at  by  those  who  introduced  them,  under  those  op- 
pressive and  hideous  forms  which  took  rise  with  themselves, 
into  every  country  that  they  invaded  without  authority. 

Besides,  what  proportion  is  there  between  their  sufferings 
and  their  inflictions  ?  The  present  government  of  France, 
which  was  not  concerned  in  those  spoliations,  can  judge  of 
the  difference  between  the  contributions  raised  by  the  allies, 
and  those  imposed  by  France  on  all  Europe.  Let  your  mi- 
nisters consult  their  oilicial  registers ;  or  rather,  call  them 
to  mind  j  for  they  know  their  purport  well.     They  will 
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find  that  the  requisitions,  not  only  in  specie,  but  in  provi- 
sions and  articles  of  every  kind,  supplied  by  foreign  coun- 
tries at  different  periods,  amount  to  more  than  3000  mil- 
lions of  French  currency.  I  do  not  include  in  this  com- 
putation the  enormous  waste  caused  from  the  long  residence 
of  the  French  armies  in  the  unfortunate  countries  which 
they  desolated  by  every  mode  of  outrage :  who  indeed 
could  estimate  them  ? 

It  would  be  futile  to  twit  us  with  doing  ourselves  what 
we  have  just  been  censuring  in  the  French,  and  with  imitat- 
ing their  abuse  of  victory.  There  can  be  no  coincidence 
between  the  present  relations  of  the  allies  to  France,  and 
those  of  the  French  with  the  countries  which  they  have 
successively  invaded.  The  satellites  of  Buonaparte  required 
no  provocation,  to  impel  them  against  their  neighbours. 
Wars  were  promoted  by  the  thirst  of  conquest.  The  des- 
pot's unchecked  lust  of  sway,  the  desire  of  plunder,  the 
appetence  of  evil,  the  fatal  necessity  of  providing  for  the 
infamous  profligacy  and  avidity  of  the  officers,  and  of  en- 
suring the  subservience  of  the  soldiery,  by  battening  their 
rapacity  on  fresh  accessions  of  prey  ;  the  habit  of  robbery 
and  turpitude,  prevalent  among  these  motley  hordes,  whose 
cupidity  was  inflamed  by  success,  and  rendered  them  both 
faithful  and  zealous  servants,  and  formidable  and  interested 
partisans ;  such  were  the  real  motives  for  so  many  exac- 
tions, requisitions,  and  contributions.  Such  were  the  means, 
for  consummating  the  debasement  to  which  Buonaparte 
reduced  the  French  :  at  this  price  they  followed  him  blindly, 
to  be  butchered  among  the  mountains  of  Spain,  or  to  expire 
amid  the  snows  of  Russia.  But  as  to  ourselves,  what 
caused  us  to  undertake  that  first  war,  which  ended  in  th« 
invasion  of  your  country  ?  What  motive  roused  all  Europe 
to  arms  ?  It  was  the  vile  and  sordid  devotedness  of  the 
French  people,  the  passive  instrument  of  Buonaparte :  it 
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was  that  irretrievable  baseness,  from  which  ensued  such 
fatal  and  feaiful  results.  Did  the  allies,  when  victors  in 
that  noble  contest,  for  one  moment  lean  heavily  on  France, 
after  their  first  conquest  ?  No  :  they  behaved  with  exalted 
magnanimity  :  they  wished  for  nothing  but  your  country's 
happiness.  But,  in  that  pitiable  state  to  which  Buonaparte 
had  degraded  them,  the  tainted  French  nation  were  insensi- 
ble of  this  generosity.  They  now  are  justly  punished  for 
it.  They  would  have  no  right  once  more  to  complain,  that 
no  benefit  has  been  di'aivn  from  ex'perience :  they^  should 
not  recal  the  past :  the  whole  tenor  of  their  revolutionary 
conduct  has  been  incompatible  with  the  benefit  of  experi- 
ence.    But  I  pass  to  another  subject. 

There  are  among  you  a  certain  class  of  people,  who  are 
always  repeating,  that  your  military  gloiy  is  obscured.  On 
this  fact  we  are  agreed  ;  but  we  differ  in  our  view  of  the 
circumstances  that  occasioned  it.  You  have  not  surveyed 
the  question  accurately  ;  since  you  constantly  spring  for- 
ward to  the  result,  without  considering  the  operative  causes 
of  your  present  situation.  We  regard  it  thus.  If  your 
country  is  a  prey  to  foreigners,  it  is  because,  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  you  have  incensed  every  nation  by  cruel  and 
tyrannous  conduct.  A  just  indignation  has  leagued  them 
against  you.  You  were  vanquished,  after  a  vile  usurper, 
madly  lavish  of  your  blood,  had  ruined  your  army  in  an 
extravagant  expedition.  From  Moscow  to  Paris,  he  was 
the  destroyer  of  all  your  soldiers,  who  fell  victims  to  his 
incredible  folly.  He  then  is  the  author  of  all  your  military 
reverses ;  and  it  is  he  that  has  sullied  the  glory  of  your 
arms.  This  tyrant  avowed  that  he  despised  you  from  his 
very  soul  ;  that  he  was  determined  to  treat  you  like  fo- 
reigners, and  France  like  a  conquered  country  :  from  him 
you  have  suffered  these  outrages.  You  ought  to  have 
resented  them  j  but  the  blindest  submission,  and  a  baseness 
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unexampled,  have  hidden  from  the  French,  that  which  was 
obvious  to  all  the  world.  Did  any  one  of  those  kings  of 
France,  whom  history  has  reprobated,  ever  dare  to  shed  the 
blood  of  his  subjects  in  such  profusion,  and  with  such  con- 
temptuous impudence  ?  to  criminate  his  country  with  all  the 
world,  and  to  defend  his  native  soil  so  weakly  ?  No  ;  they 
were  Frenchmen  :  Buonaparte  was  a  foreigner.  He  had 
no  sympathy  with  your  national  character.  He  employed 
you  as  the  instruments  of  his  ambition  and  cupidity;  you 
were  sacrificed  as  the  toys  of  his  caprice  and  cruelty.  But, 
the  moment  that  the  danger  became  pressing  and  personal, 
that  your  native  land  was  at  stake,  he  abandoned  his  agents, 
his  victims,  and  their  country,  he  gave  up  France,  and,  if 
honor  can  belong  to  one  like  him,  his  honor  too  he  lost. 
Thus  has  he  discredited  the  armies  of  France,  and  the  na- 
tion must  be  accountable  for  its  own  misfortune. 

And  when,  after  So  many  blunders,  and  after  the  return 
of  the  defeated  army  from  Moscow,  France  was  occupied 
by  the  allies ;  what  use  did  they  make  of  their  first  con- 
quest ?  They  retired,  leaving  the  king  at  full  liberty  to 
establish  his  government :  they  relinquished  the  public 
funds  to  the  new  sovereign,  and  carried  off  neither  private 
nor  public  property. 

On  the  other  hand,  what  was  the  conduct  of  the  French 
people,  who  are  continually  dilating  on  their  honor,  their 
loyalty,  and  their  glory  ?     We  are  entering  on  this  inquiry. 

The  king  was  stedfastly  engaged  for  the  welfare  of  his 
subjects.  He  permitted  them  to  speak  and  write  with  free- 
dom :  and  he  saw  them  abuse  that  liberty,  to  which  they 
are  not  competent.  His  noble  and  undaunted  confidence 
had  suggested  the  employment  of  those  men,  who  were  uni- 
formly recognised  as  the  enemies  of  his  dynasty.  The 
government  was  beset  with  all  the  difEculties  that  arose 
from  the  necessity  of  affairs,  and  it  had  to  combat  the  still 
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greater  obstacles  that  were  daily  raised  by  the  disaffected, 
and  by  confirmed  traitors.  A  legitimate  and  just  king,  in 
his  mild  and  paternal  course,  was  influencing  the  French 
towards  prosperity,  even  without  their  co-operation.  His 
spirit  was  toiling  for  the  public  happiness ;  he  had  evea 
won  the  love  of  his  enemies.  What  is  his  reward?  He 
is  so  trifled  with,  deceived,  and  betrayed,  that  Buonaparte, 
by  the  mediation  of  these  wretches,  finds  every  road  open, 
every  impediment  removed,  and  re-appears  on  the  political 
stage,  without  being  siopped  by  a  single  Frenchman. 

This,  then,  is  the  conduct  of  that  nation,  which,  ten 
months  before,  had  sworn  fidelity  to  its  king,  and  had  been 
the  constant  objects  of  his  goodness  and  aff'ection!  The 
Corsican  returns,  with  falsehood  and  imposture  in  his  train  ; 
and  France  believes  that  he  comes  to  deliver  her,  to  re- 
store her  to  happiness  and  glory,  to  remedy  every  evil,  to 
redeem  the  honor  of  the  French  armies,  eclipsed  after 
twenty  years  of  victory.  All  is  believed  without  hesitation. 
Every  duty  is  forgotten,  and  all  Europe  is  again  menaced 
with  fire  and  sword.  I  might  enlarge  on  this  atrocious 
and  repulsive  history  ;  but  the  events  are  so  recent,  and 
the  world  can  decide  on  them  so  easily,  that  I  willingly 
turn  from  a  subject,  of  which  all  tlie  ignominious  details 
are  not  necessary  to  be  stated.  But  one  fact  it  is  difficult 
to  refrain  from  noticing :  I  mean  the  hardihood  and  the  im- 
pudence of  the  French  journalists,  and  of  the  French  pub- 
lic, who  accuse  the  allies  of  all  the  evils  that  her  own  pu- 
sillanimous and  criminal  conduct  has  brought  upon  her. 
This  language  argues  the  most  perfect  indifference  for  the 
past  and  the  present,  and  offers  a  criterion  for  the  prospects 
that  other  nations  may  entertain,  if  this  one  is  left  at  her 
own  discretion. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  allies  will  not  commit  this  mistake, 
and  that  their  policy  will  be  consonant  with  the  rational 
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interests  of  all  nations !  Their  armies  are  at  Paris,  for  the 
second  time  in  less  than  1 8  months.  The  absurd  stories 
devised  at  the  time  of  the  first  invasion,  are  no  longer  in 
fashion :  no  fictitious  treason  is  held  forth  :  France  has  been 
really  conquered,  in  a  single  battle,  where  the  day  was 
disputed  with  animosity.  The  French  armies  are  most 
openly  andincontrovertibly  beaten.  Their  wretched  lead- 
er has  branded  them  with  a  disgrace,  that  France  never 
knew  under  her  legitimate  kings.  And  this  people,  who 
lay  such  anxious  claim  to  military  glory,  and  prii.e  it  so 
highly,  can  yet  hear  without  horror,  the  name  of  that  mon- 
ster, who  has  again  concluded  his  career,  by  a  shameful 
and  precipitate  flight,  after  ruining  the  honor  of  the  French 
arms,  and  giving  up  vast  provinces  to  the  victorious  nations, 
when  he  had  shown  himself  but  once  in  battle.  And  this 
miscreant  has  yet  his  partisans  among  his  former  subjects ! 
How  shall  we  explain  this  strange  delusion  ?  When  we 
contemplate  what  occurs  in  France,  we  can  only  ascribe  it 
to  that  embruted  nature  which  has  grown  over  them,  front 
their  submission  to  reprobates,  whose  fraud  and  intrigue 
have  sunk  them  to  this  opprobrious  abyss. 

The  present  generation  are  straiigers  to  the  Bourbons, 
say  the  apostles  of  Jacobinism,  who  have  outlived  the  revo- 
lutionai-y  horrors  they  caused.  They  employ  this  pitiful 
argument  with  those  young  people,  whom  they  wish  to 
seduce  to  Buonaparte.  These  might  answer ;  "  We  knew 
them  not,  indeed ;  but  we  are  guiltless  in  their  sight ;  they 
cannot  reproach  us  with  a  single  crime  of  that  hideous  pe- 
riod you  call  the  revolution  ;  we  assassinated  no  one,  but 
you  reigned  by  the  charter  of  terror,  while  you  raised  your 
throne  on  the  blood-weltering  remains  of  the  prince* 
of  that  house,  who  were  the  objects  of  our  forefathers* 
veneration.  It  behoves  us  not  to  combine  with  you,  to  shel- 
ter enormities  that  are  irremissible  ;    we  have  nothing  in 
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common  with  you;  secure  your  own  impunity  as  you  may. 
The  Corsican,  whom  Heaven,  in  its  wrath,  had  granted  us 
for  a  king,  is  politically  no  more  ;  behold  the  approach  of 
that  family,  which  governed  us  during  eight  centuries  ;  we 
have  sworn  fealty  to  it,  and  we  will  maintain  it."  Ah ! 
how  different  had  the  situation  of  France  been  now,  if  the 
bulk  of  the  population  had  spoken  thus,  in  the  language, 
which  alone  is  consistent  with  reason  and  justice!  France 
would  then,  in  truth,  have  manifested  an  impressive  de- 
meanour f  attitude  imposafitej,  with  the  allies  and  all  the 
world  to  witness.  We  should  have  known  how  to 
found  our  trust ;  we  should  have  seen  a  truly  loyal  charac- 
ter, and  sentiments  that  might  forebode  the  period  of  those 
calamities  which  threaten  the  world.  Unhappily,  it  is  not 
thus :  the  French  harden  themselves  in  the  revolutionary 
principles ;  they  exult  in  perjury,  and  prolong  rebellion, 
under  the  most  trifling  pretexts.  Do  they  imagine  that 
Europe  can  see  this  state  of  things  with  indifference,  or  that 
she  vfill  tolerate  principles  so  dangerous,  both  to  those  who 
profess  them,  and  to  adjoining  countries?  If  such  prin- 
ciples are  sanctioned,  there  can  be  no  safety  for  any  people. 
If  this  turbulent  and  leprous  nation  will  not  understand 
their  own  good,  it  is  indispensable,  henceforth,  to  restrain 
them,  as  far  as  possible,  from  mischief  towards  their  neigh- 
bours. 

To  accomplish  this  end,  the  allies  remain  in  France.  It 
is  thought  proper  to  complain  of  their  conduct,  during 
their  necessitated  readence  :  Let  us  weigh  the  justice  of 
these  complaints. 

We  have  seen  how  they  bore  their  faculties  at  the  first 
invasion  j  and  the  character  of  French  gratitude.  Accord- 
ing to  the  French,  the  presence  of  foreign  arm;  s  wounded 
their  self  respect  and  delicacy.  These  two  words  are  much 
in  vogue;    but  their  real  meaning  has  been  lost  in  modern 
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France.  At  the  intercession  of  the  king,  venerable  by  his 
virtues  and  his  trust-worthy  character  (loyal),  the  allies 
consented  to  withdraw  from  the  territory  of  France.  They 
retired,  in  reliance  on  the  good  faith  and  the  oaths  of  this 
people,  who  are  perpetually  referring  to  their  honor.  This  re- 
treat was  the  signal  for  conspiracy,  and  a  new  war  is  quick- 
ly superinduced.  Behold  what  the  allies  have  gained  by 
their  confidence  in  the  present  honor  ®f  the  French.  Ought 
they  to  incur  the  same  risk  again  ? 

But,  say  the  French,  we  are  treated  like  a  conquered  na- 
tion, requisitions  are  levied,  we  are  oppressed.  We  shall 
not  institute  a  comparison  between  the  conduct  of  tlie 
French  army  in  foreign  countries,  and  that  of  the  resident 
allies ;  we  should  blush  to  be  levelled  with  this  people. 
Neither  will  we  renew  our  remarks  on  the  exactions  of 
every  kind,  on  the  ravage  and  the  havoc,  to  which  they 
subjected  their  neighbours :  we  shall  content  ourselves  with 
observing,  that  the  French  have  universally  assumed  the 
right  of  prescribing  laws,  both  for  exterior  and  domestic 
relations,  and  for  the  municipality  ;  they  ordered  peace  to 
be  concluded,  and  in  most  instances,  they  compelled  the 
vanquished  to  declare  war  with  friendly  powers,  against 
whom  those  nations  had  no  grievance  to  allege.  They 
fettered  commerce  by  every  expedient,  they  ruined  it  by 
the  most  oppressive  prohibitions;  their  horrible  legislation 
completed  the  disasters  that  their  arms  had  begun,  mth 
promptitude  and  cruelty  unexampled. 

The  allies,  on  the  contrary,  observethe  utmost  regularity, 
in  all  the  operations  required  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
troops ;  their  supplies  are  administered  with  the  greatest 
lenity  and  simplicity.  The  expenditure  of  the  officers  is  in 
ready  money;  it  amounts  daily  to  larger  sums  than  might 
be  imagined,  and  the  inhabitants  are  thus  accommodated  in 
a  manner  unknown  to  the  people  overcome  by  France.  The 
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armies  of  Napoleon  had  no  resource  but  the  talent  for  plun- 
der; they  seized  every  thing,  but  without  payment.  The 
allied  armies  in  France,  cost  immense  sums  to  their  sove- 
reigns, who  are  far  from  being  reimbursed  by  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  country.  Not  a  solitary  example  can  be  addu- 
ced, either  of  generals  or  officers,  to  whom  any  profit  ac- 
crues from  plunder.  The  expenditure  of  our  officers  is 
reckoned  at  more  than  24  millions  of  francs  monthly.  We 
do  not  pretend,  on  this  account,  that  the  stay  of  our  armies 
ought  to  be  acceptable  to  the  French ;  neither  is  such  the 
design  of  the  sovereigns.  They  mean  not  to  remunerate 
crime ;  they  are  contented,  not  to  visit  it  with  severity. 
But  we  assert,  that  never  have  such  numerous  armies  occu- 
pied a  country,  with  so  little  inconvenience.  We  have  very 
sufficient  reasons  for  thinking,  that  France,  in  the  end, 
will  find  that  the  residence  of  the  allied  armies  has  by  no 
means  injured  her  to  the  extent  that  she  would  have  us  be- 
lieve. 

All  that  we  have  said  is  not  meant  as  an  apology  for  the 
allies ;  they  need  none ;  we  have  merely  laid  forth  some 
arguments,  whence  it  is  plainly  inferrible,  that  the  French 
have  no  right  to  complain. 

The  extreme  facility  with  which  past  events  are  slurred 
over  in  France,  is  obvious  to  all  the  world ;  and  the  cool 
levity  that  attends  the  mention  of  the  most  aggravated 
crimes,  excites  horror  in  evrey  ingenuous  mind.'     Each 

'  A  document  has  just  appeared,  remarkable  of  its  kind,  and  which 
would  be  astonishing,  if  we  could  be  astonished  at  any  thing  that  is 
done  in  France.  I  allude  to  the  exculpatory  memorial  of  Marshal 
Ney,  written  by  his  advocate.  These  gentry  inform  Europe,  that  the 
expressions  of  fidelity  and  devotedness,  used  by  a  French  gentleman 
and  a  subject,  who  solemnly  vows  them  to  his  king,  are  but  the  energy 
of  language,  which  binds  to  nothing ;  that  high  treason  is  only  a  fatal 
error,  or  an  unfortunate  weakness.    If  any  fresh  proof  were  wanting 
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person  has  his  excuse.  One  was  very  young,  another  was 
deluded  by  evil  counsel,  or  by  example :  a  third  was  absent; 
another,  though  obliged  to  take  part  in  crime,  secretly  ab- 
jured it.  Nevertheless,  almost  the  whole  nation  were 
guilty  ;  there  are  some  noble  exceptions  ;  but  it  is  pity  that 
they  are  so  few.  All  these  vile  and  criminal  men  now  talk 
of  developing  the  national  character  ;  a  very  favorite  phrase 
in  France.  Suffer  but  this  character  to  develope  itself,  com- 
posed as  it  is  of  such  discordant  elements,  and  social  order 
will  quickly  be  scattered  to  ruin.  These  great  thoughts, 
whose  development  is  fondly  looked  for,  would  find  their 
first  exercise  in  the  plunder  of  neighbouring  countries.  In 
whatever  light  the  present  or  the  past  is  contemplated,  we 
must  harbour  the  same  fears  for  the  future ;  we  have  all  to 
apprehend,  when  we  leave  the  means  of  mischief  at  the  dis- 
posal of  those,  who  have  been  involved  in  the  odious  cabals 
and  the  intrigues  that  have  ended  in  the  present  misfortune 
of  France.  All  these  men  are  yet  on  the  alert.  We  have 
only  to  read  the  daily  prints,  adapted  to  irritate  and  deceive 
the  people.  What  will  not  so  fallible  a  nation  believe? 
Among  other  absurdities,  were  they  not  persuaded,  that  the 
allies  forwarded  the  return  of  Buonaparte?  This  ridicu- 
lous forgery  was  circulated  with  eminent  success,  and  for 
some  time,  it  aided  the  plans  of  the  agitators,  who  busily 
disseminate  division.  It  is  their  aim  and  object  to  do  mis- 
chief, while  they  are  able,  no  matter  by  what  means,  if  they 
can  but  succeed  to  organize  faction.  They  must  have  somq 
disorder;  unanimity,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  prudent 

of  the  abandonment  of  the  general  manners,  and  the  total  disregard  of 
all  honorable  feeling,  tliis  memorial  would  furnish  it.  How  could  a 
censorship,  which  seizes  so  many  pamphlets,  eitlier  insignificant  or  so- 
phisiical,  pass  without  notice  a  writing  in  which  aU  decent  restraint* 
are  overborne,  and  the  most  sacred  principles  of  civilised  society  tram- 
pled under  foot? 
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majority,  would  be  a  death-warrant  to  these  seditious  cha- 
racters. 

While  they  acknowledge  the  malignant  and  dangerous 
tendencies  of  great  part  of  the  population,  some  French- 
men yet  observe,  that  the  war  being  only  declared  against 
Buonaparte,  whose  sceptre  is  now  broken,  and  not  against 
France,  the  allies  should  consign  to  France  herself  the  care 
ol  her  future  safety.  This  argument  is  specious,  but  incon- 
clusive. We  reply  :  "  you  >re  not  to  be  depended  upon, 
inasmuch  as  you  share  the  principles  and  the  views  of  that 
ambitious  chief :  we  are  daily  more  convinced,  that  we  were 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  responsibility  of  his  plans  did 
not  attach  to  you.  Since  the  king's  return,  your  detestable 
proceedings  have  outgone  all  expectation.  You  are  con- 
tinually proving  to  us,  that  if  we  leave  you  to  yourselves, 
we  shall  witness  the  revival  of  the  most  appalling  scenes  of 
the  revolution.  Under  this  point  of  view,  you  must  only 
attribute  your  present  condition  to  yourselves.  France  has 
instructed  us,  that  the  banishment  of  her  despicable  chief  is 
inadequate  to  secure  the  world's  repose,  which  the  allies 
mainly  contemplate.  They  are  constrained  then,  without 
any  option,  to  take  some  security.  It  is  a  duty  that  honor 
claims  of  them  :  it  is  the  prayer  of  every  people,  and  we 
hope  that  it  will  be  fulfilled. 

In  expressing  these  sentiments  with  regard  to  the  French 
nation  at  large,it  is  plain  that  we  admit  honorable  exceptions : 
we  have  already  said  as  much.  But  we  cannot  be  uncon- 
scious, that  we  have  great  reason  to  complain  of  the  apathy 
of  these  few  honorable  characters,  since  the  truly  desirable 
return  of  their  king.  Why  did  they  not  withstand  the  pro- 
gress of  so  many  treacherous  and  malignant  rumors,  such 
as  the  pretended  project  of  annulling  the  disposal  of  the 
national  property  j  inasmuch  as  the  charter,  and  the  king's 
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wishes  on  this  subject,  were  equally  notorious  ?  Why  did 
they  not  demonstrate,  that  this  stratagem  only  aimed  at 
uniting  the  ill-disposed  against  the  happy  restoration  of 
afiairs  ?  And  do  they  not  think  that  they  facilitated  the 
mischief  that  has  occurred,  by  such  unmeasured  pretensions, 
and  by  the  reckless  importunity  with  which  they  solicited 
grants  in  every  department  ?  But  this  madness  is  general 
in  France.  There  can  be  no  repose  until  that  fatal  and  in- 
jurious habit  shall  be  eradicated  by  the  government ;  and 
until  offices  shall  not  be  bestowed  on  urgent  intriguers,  who 
engross  every  advantage,  but  solely  on  worthy  men,  whom 
their  province  knows  to  be  such.  This  is  an  object  that 
should  be  specially  included  in  ministerial  responsibility. 

We  are  told,  that  many  persons  are  unemployed,  for  whom 
government  should  provide.  We  do  not  comprehend,  how 
this  can  be  the  case  in  France,  after  the  murderous  wars 
into  which  Buonaparte  has  plunged  her  :  how  vast  must  be 
the  chasm  in  a  population  sacrificed  with  such  persevering 
fiiry  !  However  this  be,  the  remainder  are  so  habituated  to 
a  vagrant  life  and  to  military  disorders,  that  mild  and  quiet 
occupations  can  hardly  suit  them.  We  do  not  concern 
ourselves  \vith  their  fate,  provided  that  they  be  hindered 
from  disturbing  the  peace  that  we  all  want.  France  is  not 
the  only  country,  whose  population  has  been  extravagantly 
devoted  to  war.  Thanks  to  her  bad  example,  we  have  all 
experienced  this  disaster.  When  she  equipped  her  whole 
people  for  destruction,  we  were  compelled  to  arm  for  preser- 
vation. When  we  disembody  our  troops,  we  shall  be  care- 
ful to  put  them  into  occupations  that  cannot  hurt  our  neigh- 
bours :  we  shall  not  be  remiss  in  our  public  duties  towards 
those  who  have  deserved  rewards ;  but  we  do  not  permit 
them  to  prescribe  to  us.  Do  you  the  same,  and  the  work 
is  half  ended. 
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I  shall  conclude  with  no  unwelcome  remark  :  if  the 
French  nation  is  indeed  unhappy,  from  the  issue  of  her  past 
conduct,  this  violent  shock  was  necessary,  and  will  perhaps 
conduce  to  her  future  welfare.  From  what  happened  after 
the  first  return  of  Louis  XVIII,  and  what  we  know  of  the 
sentiments  of  a  certain  class,  it  is  too  clear  that  the  nation 
was  not  qualified  to  appreciate  and  properly  to  enjoy  the 
goodness  of  her  king.  A  resolute  and  mild  government, 
better  suited  to  her  internal  connexions,  when  it  is  more 
established,  will  render  her  institutions  more  bene- 
ficial. Experience  has  shown,  that  we  were  wrong  in 
awaiting  considerable  results  from  the  government  restored 
after  the  first  entrance  of  the  allies  ;  the  revolution  that  has 
burst  forth,  commands  different  measures.  There  will  be 
less  of  perjury  and  hypocrisy.  The  specific  is  employed 
with  more  confidence,  when  we  know  the  root  of  the  disease. 

The  king  is  better  enabled  than  ever  to  discriminate  his 
real  friends,  among  a  people  to  which  he  has  been  an  alien 
for  2.5  years,  and  which,  duiing  that  period,  has  been  be- 
wildered with  visionary  theories.  There  is  no  evil,  which 
a  wise  government  cannot  obviate ;  deep  are  the  wounds 
that  France  has  inflicted  on  herself;  but  with  time  and 
considerate  firmness  they  may  be  cured.  Above  all,  let 
her  renounce  those  vague  ideas,  those  abstract  speculations, 
those  beguihng  studies,  which  are  so  attractive  to  the  nation- 
al mind,  and  which  have  long  been  allowed  too  great  an  in- 
fluence in  the  education  of  her  youth.  However  important 
the  subject,  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  it. 

Neither  do  I  profess  to  mark  out  the  path  best  calculated 
for  France,  her  constitution,  and  her  laws.  Let  the  king 
know  his  real  friends ;  he  has  adherents  enough  to  fill 
every  office  with  men  af  tried  talents,  probity,  and  honor; 
let  him  remove  the  rest.  His  council  may  be  formed  en- 
tirely of  virtuous,  able,  and  respected  characters.     France 
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needs  a  government,  watchful  at  home,  and  truly  frank  and 
honorable  in  external  transactions.  This  alone  can  secure 
prosperity  within,  and  peace  abroad. 

To  attain  these  objects,  and  to  recover  the  confidence  and 
love  of  the  world,  the  French  have  only  to  become  what  they 
were  formerly.  Thdr  old  character  is  completely  lost :  let 
them  endeavour  a  thorough  reform.-  It  is  not  too  late  ; 
whatever  the  dismay  attending  its  progress,  the  evil  is  not 
incurable.  The  revolution  has  almost  transfigured  the 
French  nation  into  soldiers  :  it  has  corrupted  the  hearts  of 
these  warriors,  and  has  diangcd  them  into  ferocious  free- 
hooters,  instinct  -with  Ov  spirit  of  rapine,  unk7ioiai  to  their 
ancestors;  xvitli the  tliirstif plunder,  and  the  conlerapt  of 
all  social  hav.  This  it  is,  which  has  banished  from  a 
wretched  generation  every  sentiment  of  justice  and  humani- 
ty. Neediness,  the  influence  of  example,  the  impunity  of 
horrible  profligacy,  created  by  the  revolution,  and  com- 
pleted by  Napoleon,  have  spread  their  infection  among 
every  class  of  this  once  amiable  and  esteemed  people ;  a 
depravity  of  mind  and  o/'/ieart  entirely  unparalleled,'  have 
superseded  the  virtues  of  worthy,  generous,  and  loyal  ances- 
tors, w^ho  were  capable  of  the  noblest  virtues. 

In  vain  should  we  search,  amid  modern  France,  for  taste, 
for  urbanity,  and  the  love  of  real  glory.  The  wretched  in- 
habitants, for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  have  lived  in  a  degrad- 
ing phrenzy.  Who  could  venture  to  depict  those  scen?s, 
combining  atrocity,  disgustfulness,  and  absurdity,  which 
pollute  every  page  of  their  history  since  1789?  Where  is 
the  folly  that  the  whole  nation  have  not  admired,  the  extra- 
vagance that  they  have  not  applauded,  the  crime  that  they 
have  not  authorised,  if  not  prompted  ?     Has  any  miscreant 

'  All  these  under-scnreii  phrases  proceed  from  the  pen  of  a  French- 
ni;in,  M.  de  Pnidt,  first  almoner  of  Napoleon,  and  his  ambassr.dor  in 
Poland,     hce  the  history  of  his  Embassy,  p.  138,  et  seq. 
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arisen,  who  could  not  boast  of  thousands  of  partisans, 
friends,  and  confederates  ;  who  has  not  desei  ved  Xi'c//  of  his 
count)  ij,  and  who  has  not  been  honored  with  statues  and 
canonization  ?  Survey,  if  you  can,  those  immortal  archives 
of  folly  and  barbarism,  those  acts  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  at  every  period,  those  decrees  of  the  successive 
conventional,  directorial,  consular,  and  imperial,  govern- 
ments, which  were  respectfully  accredited  by  all  the  national 
authorities,  and  were  constantly  followed  by  the  earnest  pa- 
negyrics of  that  army  of  functionaries,  ignobly  steady  in  their 
supple  servility.  Behold  those  slaves,  in  shameless  address- 
es, that  vary  the  tributes  of  sycophancy  even  to  exhaustion, 
behold  them  thanking  their  masters  for  each  new  enormity, 
fawning  at  the  feet  of  those  monsters,  with  ready  plaudits  for 
every  atrocity  of  caprice,  which  they  constantly  celebrate  as 
a  sublime  conception. 

Their  baseness  pandered  in  advance  to  every  prevarica- 
tion, or  outrage,  or  insult.  They  clearly  intimated,  that 
France  was  but  too  fortunate  in  her  subjection  to  madmen, 
and  that  no  degree  of  her  misery  or  degradation,  could  pos- 
sibly cloy  their  wishes.  But  we,  if  we  can  but  one  day  wit- 
ness the  revival  of  the  better  days  of  France,  will  no  longer 
take  account  of  these  deplorable  records.  Foreign  nations 
will  excuse  the  faults  by  which  they  were  so  much  injured ; 
tliey  will  attribute  this  protracted  paroxysm  of  the  French, 
to  that  cruel  fatality,  which  is  the  awful  forerunner  of  the 
fall  of  a  people  doomed  by  Providence  to  expiating  calami-, 
tici,  and  which  sheds  the  baneful  spiritof  illusion  throughout 
their  country.  They  will  joyfully  receive,  to  the  great  fami- 
ly circle  of  Europe,  those  erring  brethren,  who  are  again 
worthy  of  the  august  confederacy  that  proposes  happiness 
and  peace  for  its  objects.  Your  country,  since  the  Revolu- 
tion, has  not  felt  these  blessings.  I  ardently  hope  that  she 
will  at  length  enjoy  them,  and  that  her  felicity  will  be  unin- 
tcrruptcd.     Accept,  my  friend,  of  my  cordial  goodvrishes. 
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